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Gospels class 28: Sermon on the Mount part 1—Background to the Message   Feb. 27, 2016
Good morning/afternoon, everyone.

We’re now at a significant point in our studies of the Gospels. Can anyone tell us what that is? It’s a rather obvious point, too. We have followed Jesus for a year as He has traveled around Galilee and visited Jerusalem. We have seen some of His confrontations with the scribes and Pharisees and Jerusalem religious establishment. We have seen some dramatic healings as well as some confrontations when some of those healings were done on the Sabbath day. But what have we not seen very much of up to this point in the Gospels?
Mark’s Gospel jumps right into things in his first chapter with John the Baptizer beginning his ministry in the desert, then Jesus being baptized, then Jesus being tempted 40 days, then Jesus beginning His ministry in Galilee. Then Mark 1:14 says—
14  Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,

15  and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”
So what have we been missing in our Gospels studies so far that Mark says Jesus was doing? We’ve been missing examples of Jesus’ teaching!
We’ve seen scriptures like these:
Matthew 4:23—And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues . . .

Mark 1:21—Then they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and taught.

Mark 2:13—Then He went out again by the sea; and all the multitude came to Him, and He taught them.

Luke 4:15—And He taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all.

Luke 4:31—Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching them on the Sabbaths.
But what we haven’t seen is examples of what He was teaching. And now we have three chapters of Matthew and most of a chapter of Luke that record in detail examples of Jesus Christ’s teaching. 
Why are we only now getting to see detailed examples of what Jesus taught? It’s basically a matter of establishing His credentials. Who is Jesus? What is His background? By what authority does He teach? What credibility does He have? Leading up to this, Matthew and Luke have thoroughly established His credibility and authority before they get into His teaching. Notice how they have established His credibility and authority. They have shown:
He was of the promised lineage of the Messiah (He was the son of Abraham, the son of David, and the son of others through whom the promised Messiah would come)
Matthew 1, Luke 3

His birth was divinely foretold by angels to His mother Mary, to His stepfather Joseph, and to Zechariah, father of John the baptizer.
Matthew 1, Luke 1

He was the fulfillment of prophecy, as we see with His birth in Bethlehem, with the prophecies of Simeon and Anna, with Him being miraculously spared as a child form Herod, and with Him moving to Nazareth and the land of Zebulun and Naphtali. Matthew 2, 3, Luke 2, 3

He had been preceded by John the Baptist, “Elijah” and one crying in the wilderness.
Matthew 3, Luke 3

The Father had proclaimed Jesus to be His Beloved Son, which took place at His baptism by John the baptizer.
Matthew 3, Luke 3

He had defeated Satan in the temptation in the wilderness.
Matthew 4, Luke 4
He had performed miracles, which we have covered at considerable length because there have been many up to this point.
Matthew 4, Luke 4, 5, 6
So both Matthew and Luke seem to be making the clear point that before we hear His teaching, we have to understand who Jesus is—that He is the Messiah, the one who has fulfilled prophecy, the one who is proclaimed by God to be his beloved Son, the one who has defeated Satan the devil, and a teacher who performs miracles, showing He is sent by God.
Now, having established who Jesus is, and that He is indeed a divine teacher sent from God and approved by the Father and by miracles, here is His inspired teaching that we are obligated to pay attention to.
But there’s another area where Matthew establishes the credibility of Jesus Christ’s teaching, and this is found in what I call “The Granddaddy of all remezim.”   (explanation of remez).
Matthew, as we have discussed before, is writing to a primarily Jewish or Hebrew audience. We’ve talked about how he does a lot of Jewish things in writing his Gospel. He emphasizes how Jesus is the fulfillment of many prophecies of the Messiah. We saw how in his genealogy of Jesus that he inserted a little coded message that Jews would understand but probably no one else would pick up. And he uses a lot of examples of remez and of Jesus using remez. And Matthew  includes one that I call “the Grandaddy of all remezim” (plural of remez).
Let’s notice several personal background events or biographical details Matthew has told us about Jesus up to this point. 

Matthew 2: Jesus escaped death as an infant (escaping the slaughter of the infants at Bethlehem)
Matthew 2: Jesus entered Egypt (as Joseph and Mary fled from Herod to escape the slaughter)
Matthew 4: Jesus went into the wilderness (after He was baptized by John He went into the wilderness by Himself)
Matthew 4: Jesus is tempted in the wilderness (Satan appeared to tempt Jesus during His time in the wilderness)
Matthew 4: Jesus fasted 40 days (during His time in the wilderness and His temptation by Satan)
Matthew 5: Jesus ascended a mountain (where we are now in the story, where Jesus ascends a mountain)
Matthew 5: Jesus revealed the law from the mountain (what happens next after Jesus ascends the mountain)
So we see seven things here that Matthew writes covering biographical details of Jesus’ life leading up to this point. Does any of this sound familiar? Does it sound like anyone else we know from the Bible?
Now let’s go back and look at these events a little more closely:
Matthew 2: Jesus escapes death as an infant (as did Moses, who was put in a basket on the Nile and rescued by Pharaoh’s daughter)
Matthew 2: Jesus enters Egypt (as did Moses, who fled from Egypt, and then went back into Egypt when God commanded Him to)
Matthew 4: Jesus goes into the wilderness (as did Moses twice—when he fled Egypt, and again when he led Israel out of Egypt)
Matthew 4: Jesus is tempted in the wilderness (as was Moses and Israel during their 40 years of wanderings in the wilderness)
Matthew 4: Jesus fasts 40 days (as did Moses when he was to receive the law at Mt. Sinai)
Matthew 5: Jesus ascends a mountain (as did Moses when he climbed Mt. Sinai to receive the law)
Matthew 5: Jesus reveals the law from the mountain (as did Moses, who received the law from God and then taught it to the people as the great lawgiver)
What’s the point? Jesus is a second Moses. He is the fulfillment of the prophecy that God would raise up a prophet like Moses. What prophecy is that?
Deuteronomy 18:15 (Moses speaking)—The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear.
Matthew makes another parallel point also, which is: As Moses was the great lawgiver, Jesus is also a great lawgiver. 
Isaiah 42:21 (KJV)—The LORD is well pleased for his righteousness’ sake; he will magnify the law, and make it honourable.
Matthew goes to considerable length in the Sermon on the Mount to show that Jesus is magnifying the law, expanding the law to show its full spirtual intent, just as Isaiah had prophesied.
And of course, who was the I AM, the Lord, Yahweh who gave the law to Moses at Mt. Sinai? It was the same being who would later be born as a human being as Jesus Christ. We find this spelled out several times in the Bible.
1 Corinthians 10:1— Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea,

2  all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,

3  all ate the same spiritual food,

4  and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. . . .

9  nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted . . .

So since the Being who gave that law was the one who became Jesus Christ in human form, it’s only fitting that Jesus should expound and expand that law and explain its spiritual intent as He does here. 
You might also write down John 1, Hebrews 1 and Colossians 1, which all tell us that Jesus was the Creator and the Divine Being who interacted with people before His birth as a human being. We won’t take time to cover that, but you can put that in your notes.
Matthew is writing to a Hebrew audience, as we’ve pointed out before, and he is setting the stage, knowing that his Hebrew readers will notice and pick up on all these parallels. Why doesn’t Matthew spell all of this out explicitly? He doesn’t have to. He writing to Hebrews, people who base their lives on the book. He expects them to know all of the subtleties of what he’s saying because they know the book. And God expects us to know His Book, the Bible, and to see these connections that tie it all together in one amazing, consistent story. Like Matthew, God didn’t spell it all out in one place for us because He expects us to know His Book. We need to keep our noses in the Book! This has all been right there staring us in the face for the last 2,000 years!
Let’s now move to another area of the background to the Sermon on the Mount, and that is differences between Matthew and Luke. If you compare the accounts in Matthew and Luke, what do you notice? What are some of the differences?

• Some of the wording is different. Why? (This is common in the Gospels and easily explained by the fact that Jesus is speaking in Hebrew or Aramaic and the writers are translating it into Greek, so there will always be variations in circumstances like that.)
• Matthew is much longer and Luke is much shorter. (We’ll get into why later in the study.)
• Matthew has several long sections that aren’t found at all in Luke. (47 verses total)
• Luke has a few sections that aren’t found at all in Matthew. (12 verses total)
• Some parts that are found in Matthew appear in completely different places and contexts in Luke. (34 verses)
Let’s look at a few examples of these differences
Matthew 5:13 = Luke 14:34-35
Matthew 5:15 = Luke 8:16
Matthew 5:18 = Luke 16:17
Matthew 7:7-11 = Luke 11:9-13
Luke 6 is the Sermon on the Mount. But as we see here, these verses from Matthew are found in four completely different chapters of Luke, none of which is the Sermon on the Mount. These are all familiar, well-known passages. For example:
“You are the salt of the earth”
Matthew 5:13—You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.

Luke 14:34-35—Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?

35  It is neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but men throw it out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!
“You are the light of the world”
Matthew 5:15—Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.

Luke 8:16— No one, when he has lit a lamp, covers it with a vessel or puts it under a bed, but sets it on a lampstand, that those who enter may see the light.
The law is not done away
Matthew 5:18— For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.

Luke 16:17—And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one tittle of the law to fail.

“Ask, and it will be given to you”
Matthew 7:7—“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

8  “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

9  “Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?

10  “Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent?

11  “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!

Luke 11:9— “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

10  “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

11  “If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?

12  “Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?

13  “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”
So why are there these differences? They boil down to the fact that Matthew and Luke took different approaches to writing their Gospels. I covered some of this earlier in the backgrounds to the Gospels. It probably didn’t mean much to you then, but this is where it starts to become important. Because if we don’t understand this, this is where some people can lose faith in the Bible or assume that the Bible contradicts itself or that it’s not God’s Word after all. 
And people have made a lot of money writing books undermining the Bible and selling them to gullible people. So I want to spend some time explaining this so you don’t get led astray by some of the anti-Bible arguments out there.
If you were going to write a biography of someone today, what approach would you take? You’d probably do what most biographies do. You’d start with the birth of a person, or maybe talk a little about the parents of the person and the circumstances of his or her birth, then you’d follow that person’s life chronologically through childhood, through the school years, through young adulthood, through adulthood, and so on up until death. That’s the way our Western minds think. We think in a very linier way. We start at the beginning, we follow through the middle, we reach the end, and that’s the story. 
But ancient biographies from this time, from the first and second century B.C. through the first and second centuries A.D., didn’t necessarily follow this pattern. Some did, but many didn’t. Instead, they might be organized around themes of a person’s life, or similar experiences, or people that they interacted with. They didn’t necessarily follow the chronological order. 
This is true in some parts of the Bible as well. If you try to strictly follow the historical books of 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 Chronicles, some things just don’t add up until you realize they aren’t in chronological order, but have been rearranged to make a particular point or to tell a particular story. The same is true of the prophets like Ezekiel, which has about a dozen date markers in it, but they’re completely out of chronological order.
I have here an example of one such book, The Man Nobody Knows. It is a biography of Jesus published in 1925, more than 90 years ago. And it’s one of the best if not the best biography I’ve yet read about Jesus. Is it organized chronologically? Not at all. It’s organized by themes. The titles of the chapters are: The Leader, The Outdoor Man, The Sociable Man, His Method, His Work and Words, His Way in Our World, and The Master. Each of those chapters takes vignettes out of Jesus’ life and gives a slightly different portrait of Him. And the result is a very effective book that I’ve recommended over the years— The Man Nobody Knows.
So Matthew and Luke organized their biographies of Jesus in different ways. This is why, when you look through the Harmony of the Gospels, you soon see that things are in a different order depending on which Gospel you’re looking at. And the Sermon on the Mount is a classic example of this. 
So how does Luke write his Gospel? Luke begins his Gospel describing his purpose and methodology: 
1  “Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have been fulfilled among us,
2  just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us,

And then he spells out the purpose in verses 3-4: 
3  “It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, 
4  that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.”

So Luke tells us that he has written “an orderly account” of these things, presumably meaning he wrote about these things in chronological order, or as close as possible to chronological order in light of the fact that he is assembling his Gospel out of interviews with a number of people, and probably incorporating oral histories as well. 
What are oral histories? That means a memorized history. Why is this important? In the ancient world, it was very expensive to write things down in book form. Letters weren’t that bad because they did have papyrus, an early form of paper, that was relatively inexpensive. But to write something the length of the Gospels of Matthew, Luke or John was quite expensive. Why was that? It’s interesting that scholars have determined that the Gospels of Matthew, Luke and John are about the length of your average scroll. So they were probably written on scrolls and distributed that way. 
What was a scroll made of? They were made of animal skins, usually sheep or goats. The skins were treated, cut in rectangular pieces and sewn together end to end. But animal skins were expensive. And then you had the time it took for a person to write them out or copy them by hand. That was very time-consuming, so that was also expensive. So the average person couldn’t afford anything like that. The average person didn’t own any books of the Bible. To hear the Bible, they had to go to the local synagogue where the scrolls of the books of the Bible were kept in a special cabinet and pulled out at certain times and read, like on the Sabbaths. 
So because people didn’t own copies of the books of the Bible, they memorized books of the Bible. We’ve talked about that before, how schoolboys were expected to memorize the five books of Moses—and the entirety of the Hebrew Scriptures, the Old Testament, if they were to become a rabbi or scribe. 
So what happens when Jesus comes along? His followers memorize His teachings. They’re used to memorizing. That’s what they’ve done since childhood. And I think that’s what we have in the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus’ followers memorized His teachings and later recited those and such things as the parables to Luke, who wrote them down in His Gospel. The same with Mark. Matthew and John were among the 12 apostles, so they were there when Jesus said these things and they probably memorized His teachings themselves.
As near as we can tell, the Gospels weren’t written until about 30 to 40 years after Jesus’ death. So how do we have His sayings and teachings recorded so accurately that long after? The answer is that most likely they were memorized very early on. Memorization was very common in the ancient world. People had no way to write everything down. They didn’t have computers and word processors and smartphones and smart pads. They had to rely on brainpower, not computer chips. 

It was common for students of rabbis to memorize their rabbi’s teachings, and Jesus’ followers no doubt did the same thing. And this became the basis for the Gospels as they were written several decades later.
We’ve seen how Luke wrote his Gospel, which he described as writing down an orderly account. Matthew wrote an orderly account as well, but in a quite different form of orderly. He wrote in a different way that made perfect sense to him. So how is Matthew’s Gospel structured? We covered it before, but now it may make sense. 
Matthew’s Gospel is woven around five collections of Jesus Christ’s sayings or spoken messages. They are: 
The sermon on the mount in chapters 5-7. 
The commission to the 12 disciples in chapter 10. 
The parables of the kingdom in chapter 13. 
The necessity for humility and forgiveness in chapter 18. 
The Olivet Prophecy in chapters 24-25. 
In between these sections are narrative portions that lead up to the five collections of Jesus’ words or spoken messages—things like accounts of healings or confrontations with the scribes and Pharisees or interactions with His disciples and so on. So Matthew isn’t following a strictly chronological order. He has organized his Gospel around these collections of sayings or teachings.
But how do we know this? How do we know he deliberately structured his Gospel this way? Because he tells us. You might think of these as five chapters, and at the end of each one Matthew inserts a chapter break to tell us that he’s now moving on to the next section. So at the end of each of these five sections we have an almost identical break inserted into the flow. Notice these:
Matthew 7:28—And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings . . . (at the end of the Sermon on the Mount)
Matthew 11:1—Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished commanding His twelve disciples . . . (at the end of His commission to the 12 apostles)
Matthew 13:53—Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these parables . . . (at the end of His set of parables about the Kingdom of God)
Matthew 19:1—Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these sayings . . . (at the end of His discussion on the need for humility and forgiveness)
Matthew 26:1—Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings . . . (at the end of the Olivet Prophecy)

So where Luke has the sayings and teachings of Jesus scattered throughout the Gospel of Luke because it’s written in an order that made sense to him, Matthew has taken all of these saying and teachings and collected them all in one place covering three chapters, because that made sense to him to do it this way. And this wasn’t unusual in biographies written at that time. Again, we have examples of biographies from the first century and the centuries before and after it written in both of these ways. It doesn’t mean that one is right and one is wrong. It simply means they wrote in a way that made perfect sense to them at the time, and it may seem odd to us today because we’re used to centuries of biographies written in a different way.  
So when it comes to the sermon on the mount, because there are these differences, are both Luke and Matthew describing the same event? Yes they are, for several reasons. Both begin with the beatitudes. The flow of teaching is very much the same. Both end with the importance building on the right foundation. And what happens afterward? He goes to Capernaum and heals a centurion’s son. 
So both are telling the same story of the same event. The difference is that Matthew, in the way that he chose to structure his story, seems to have viewed this as a good place to flesh out Jesus’ sayings and teachings with other sayings and teachings that He gave at other points in His ministry. He organized his Gospel around collections of Jesus’ sayings, and it made sense to Matthew to collect similar sayings from Jesus’ teachings in this one place.
Another way to look at this would be to ask this question: Is the sermon on the mount the only sermon Jesus gave in His ministry? Of course not! As we saw from the scriptures I showed earlier, He had already been travelling around teaching for a year. He would travel around teaching for several more years. During that time He no doubt gave many sermons. But since He was a traveling rabbi going from town to town and place to place, He likely gave the same basic message many times. 
And there were probably some differences as He gave it at different times and different places. I give the same sermon in Denver and Colorado Springs and sometimes in Frisco, and each one is a little different because I’ll add some little details in one place and leave out some little details in another. So you might say that this was a compilation of a basic message Jesus probably gave a number of times, and Matthew has fleshed it out with other teachings given in other messages or variations of this same message. 
You might also consider how long it took Jesus to give this message. Try reading the sermon on the mount out loud and see how long it takes. You can probably easily read it in 10 minutes. Did Jesus speak for only 10 minutes to the crowds who walked many miles to listen to Him teach? Of course not! So again, this is probably a summary or an outline or a basic core of a message He gave with many variations over the course of several years. So we could say that this was His consistent, core teaching to His followers.
And just to be clear, this doesn’t diminish it in any way. In fact, it makes it all the more important to us, because this is what we could call “Christianity 101”—basic Christianity that He wants and expects His followers to practice. This is the core reality of how He wants us to live.
Let’s shift gears now and look at something else here that may seem to be a contradiction, but it’s really not. Did this take place on a mountain or on a level place? Matthew 5:1 places this on a mountain: 
5:1  And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him.
But Luke 6:17 says it was on a level place.

17  And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their diseases . . .
If you’ve been to Galilee, you’re familiar with the fact that Galilee is quite hilly. And the Greek word Matthew uses can mean a mountain or hill, or just a hilly area. And that describes a lot of Galilee, including right around Capernaum.
Here’s a photo of a modern church on the site of ancient Capernaum. It’s level here along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, but notice that the land rises uphill quite quickly from here. At the highest point, about two miles uphill from here, is where Chorazin was located.
And here’s what the terrain looks like up there. This grayish area here to the left is the remains of ancient Chorazin. To the right and about two miles downhill is the Sea of Galilee. Just out of sight on the shore is Capernaum about two miles away. So is this location a hill, or a mountain, or a level place? Actually, as you can see, it’s all three. It’s a mountainside, it’s hilly, but there are also level places like over here where Chorazin is and beyond it. So a place like this, and there are plenty of them around Galilee, could accurately fit the description in both Matthew and Luke. Here Jesus could’ve gone up a mountain where His followers came to Him, as Matthew says, and this could also fit a spot like Luke describes where He came down and stood on a level place and taught people. 
Hilly areas like this also form natural amphitheaters where Jesus could’ve used the terrain and the natural acoustics to amplify His voice. We know He did this at times, such as when He went out on a boat to speak over the water to crowds on the shore. Sound can carry an enormous distance over water. This is a photo of the traditional site of the Sermon on the Mount a few miles from Capernaum, and although it’s hard to make out from this spot, the hillside here in the bare area forms a nice natural amphitheater that would’ve been a good place for someone to stand at the bottom and speak to a crowd sitting on the hillside. 
So when we actually look at the land and the terrain, we see that there really isn’t a contradiction at all. Nearly all of the land around this area is hilly in some areas and level right next to it. And as we saw earlier, Matthew emphasizes that Jesus went up on a mountain because Matthew is drawing a parallel between Jesus and Moses. It’s not that he’s distorting the truth, he’s just emphasizing a different aspect of it to draw a connection for his Jewish audience.

I want to cover one other final point today, and that is how many disciples did Jesus have and who was His audience? Disciples is a more generic term than just the twelve. There were clearly more than 12. And as we’ve covered before, “disciple” in Hebrew would’ve been talmid or talmidim, basically meaning a student or learner, but in the strict sense someone who wants to become just like his rabbi, his master. So who is Jesus teaching this day? Backing up to where we left off last time in the middle of page 25 of the Harmony:
Luke 6:13—And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles . . .

So Luke says that from a larger group of disciples Jesus chose out 12 whom He called apostles. So there is a larger group of disciples, but only 12 apostles. “Apostle” means “messenger” or “a person sent with a message.” These were to be 12 special messengers.
Where else do we see that there were more than 12 disciples?
Luke 10:1—After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go. 
So here Jesus has not just the 12 apostles, but 70 others also, and He sends out 70 followers in teams of two. 
Why 70? Does that number sound familiar? It should. It’s a remez to the 70 elders of Israel mentioned in Exodus 24 and Numbers 11.
In Acts, after Judas hanged himself, the remaining apostles had to choose a replacement for Judas. Notice what it says: 

Acts 1:15—And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples (altogether the number of names was about a hundred and twenty), and said . . . 
21—“of these men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,

22  “beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He was taken up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection.”

23  And they proposed two: Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.

So this tells us several things. It tells us here that there were about 120 disciples at this time, not just the 12. It tells us that there were at least several men who met the qualification of having been among Jesus’ followers from the time of His baptism by John up until the time He ascended to heaven. And it tells us that they narrowed down this list of men to two, Joseph and Matthias, from whom Matthias was chosen as a replacement for Judas. 

So what’s my point in mentioning this? It’s simply this: Don’t assume that when you see the word “disciples” in the Gospels, that it’s talking only about the 12 apostles. Disciples is a more broad term that at times might be just three or four people, at times might be 12, at times might be 15 or 20 including women followers, and at times might be around 70 to 100 people. You have to look at the context and not make assumptions. 

Why does this matter? Because we need to understand the context to be accurate. I’ve heard in sermons before that this sermon on the mount was Jesus’ private teaching to the 12 apostles. That’s simply not an accurate description. Reading the accounts of Matthew and Luke carefully shows this just isn’t the case.
Matthew 5:1-8:1
5:1  And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him.

This is how the Sermon on the Mount begins, with Jesus teaching His disciples. If this is all you read, you might well assume that only the 12 are there. But notice how Matthew’s account ends:
Matthew 7:28—
28  And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching . . .
Notice that it says “the people,” not “the disciples” or “the twelve.” They are all people who have come to learn from His teaching, but it’s far more than just the twelve.
Notice also how Luke describes it in Luke 6:17-20—
17  And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their diseases,

18  as well as those who were tormented with unclean spirits. And they were healed.

19  And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed them all.
20  Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said . . .

And then Luke begins the Sermon on the Mount. 
So now we’ve laid the foundation to begin studying the Sermon on the Mount. We’ve talked about the credibility of Jesus who is giving it, we’ve talked about who it is given to, we’ve talked about how the accounts of Matthew and Luke differ, we’ve talked about why those two accounts differ, and we’ve talked about how we came to have the words of the Sermon on the Mount. 
So the next time we continue our studies in the Gospels, we’ll pick it up from there and begin a close look at what it means to be a true Christian in every sense of the word and what it means to be the kind of people He expects us to be.

Questions, anyone?
“when He was seated . . .”
Rabbis taught while seated

Matthew 13:1—On the same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the sea.

2  And great multitudes were gathered together to Him . . .
Matthew 15:29—Jesus departed from there, skirted the Sea of Galilee, and went up on the mountain and sat down there.

30  Then great multitudes came to Him . . .

Matthew 24:3—Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be?”

Mark 9:35—And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.”
Luke 4:20—Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him.
Character Traits of My Disciples (5):

1 You cannot be about YOU and ME (5:1-12) at the same time. I am seeking one who is not self dependent (3), not self secure (4), not self reliant (5), not self satisfied (6), not self focused (7), not divided (8), not agenda’d (9), not self defensive (10), not impatient (11-12). In short “other person centered (as in Phil. 2).

“Blessed are” or “Blessed is”—remez to many Psalms and Proverbs. This is a common Hebrew formula in the Psalms and Proverbs and Jesus’ audience would’ve immediately recognized this. Notice these examples (sometimes it’s translated “Blessed,” sometimes “happy”:
Psalm 1:1—Blessed is the man that walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful.

Psalm 2:12—Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.

Psalm 32:1—Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

Psalm 32:2—Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputes not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.

Psalm 33:12—Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD . . .

Psalm 34:8—Blessed is the man that trusteth in Him.

Psalm 40:4—Blessed is that man that makes the LORD his trust . . .

Psalm 41:1—Blessed is he that considers the poor . . .

Psalm 65:4—Blessed is the man whom You choose . . .

Psalm 84:4—Blessed are they that dwell in Your house . . .

Psalm 84:5—Blessed is the man whose strength is in You . . .

Psalm 84:12—Blessed is the man that trusts in You.

Psalm 89:15—Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound . . .

Psalm 94:12—Blessed is the man whom You chasten, . . . and teachest him out of Your law;

Psalm 106:3—Blessed are they that keep judgment, and he that does righteousness at all times.

Psalm 112:1—Blessed is the man that fears the LORD, that delights greatly in His commandments.

Psalm 119:1—Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD.

Psalm 119:2—Blessed are they that keep His testimonies, and that seek Him with the whole heart.

Psalm 127:5—Happy is the man that has his quiver full of [children] . . .

Psalm 128:1—Blessed is every one that fears the LORD; that walks insis ways.

Psalm 128:2—Happy [blessed] shalt you be, and it shall be well with you.

Psalm 144:15—Happy [blessed] is that people, whose God is the LORD.

Psalm 146:5—Happy [blessed] is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God:

Proverbs 3:13—Happy [blessed] is the man that finds wisdom, and the man that gets understanding.

Proverbs 8:32—Blessed are they that keep my ways.

Proverbs 8:34—Blessed is the man that hears me . . .

Proverbs 14:21—He that has mercy on the poor, happy [blessed] is he.

Proverbs 16:20—Whoso trusts in the LORD, happy [blessed] is he.

Proverbs 28:14—Happy [blessed] is the man that fears always . . .

Proverbs 29:18—He that keeps the law, happy [blessed] is he.

The Hebrew word, and undoubtedly the word Jesus used, is esher, meaning blessed or happy. 
3  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Why does Jesus start with this characteristic? It’s foundational to all those that follow. We start with that and build on it.
“Blessed” is Greek makarios, name for the island of Cyprus because it was a viewed as a perfect land with everything you needed.

“Blessed” also means happy. It’s used of God. God is a happy God.
“poor” implies poverty so great that we can never get out of it.

It’s describing an attitude. Barclay comments—things don’t bring happiness, but a relationship with God does. Acknowledge spiritual bankruptcy.

Inclusio—envelope—verse 3 and 10 end the same way.

4  Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Isaiah 61:1-3—“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the LORD has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;

2  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn,

3  To console those who mourn in Zion . . .
“Mourn” = the strongest Greek word for mourning—Barclay.

Grief teaches us lessons we can’t learn any other way. Solomon’s comment about better to go to the house of grief.

Grief over the suffering of mankind—Ezekiel and sigh and cry
Sorrow over our personal sins, we fall so short of what we should be.

Which is it?

Scripture is written to be taken in more than one way, can apply in different ways.

If we face the difficult things, we receive comfort that can’t be explained in physical terms.

5  Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

Psalm 37:11—But the meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.
In Greco-Roman world, meekness was looked down on. 
Sense of lack of pretension.

Used of an animal that has been domesticated, has learned to accept control.

Promise about inheriting the earth isn’t about greed, but about opportunity to right wrongs and straighten out this mess.
6  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.

Psalm 107:9—For He satisfies the longing soul, and fills the hungry soul with goodness.
Term is used of someone starving, desperate for food.

Filled to complete satisfaction.

Filled with the whole thing—we should want to be filled completely with righteousness, the whole thing.

7  Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
Proverbs 14:21—He who has mercy on the poor, happy is he.
 “Mercy” would be Hebrew chesed/hesed—ability to get inside another skin to think, see and feel as the other person does. Sharing with them in their struggle.
8  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Psalm 24:3—Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who may stand in His holy place?

4  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully.

5  He shall receive blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
Psalm 73:1— Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are pure in heart.

Psalm 51:10—Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

“Pure” = unadulterated

Do we see just people, or do we see God working in them? 
9  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

Two options for the ultimate outcome of life: son of God or ashes under the feet of the righteous. No other options.

We must be producers of peace. Proactive, decisions we make, not a response, but an initiative.

10  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Persecution leaves a lasting mark on our minds of the importance of the standards we uphold.

God didn’t promise no persecution, but He did promise a good outcome.

Difference between persecution and consequences.
11  “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.

The evil spoken against you should be falsely.

12  “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

13  “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.

14  “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.

15  “Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.

16  “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

17  “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.

18  “For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.

19  “Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

20  “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

21  “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’

22  “But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.

23  “Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you,

24  “leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.

25  “Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison.

26  “Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.

27  “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’

28  “But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

29  “If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.

30  “And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.

31  “Furthermore it has been said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’

32  “But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery.

33  “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.’

34  “But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne;

35  “nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King.

36  “Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black.

37  “But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.

38  “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’

39  “But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.

40  “If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also.

41  “And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two.

42  “Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away.

43  “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’

44  “But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,

45  “that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

46  “For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?

47  “And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so?

48  “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.

6:1  “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2  “Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.
3  “But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,

4  “that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.

5  “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

6  “But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.

7  “And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words.

8  “Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.

9  “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

10  Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven.

11  Give us this day our daily bread.

12  And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.

13  And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

14  “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.

15  “But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

16  “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

17  “But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face,

18  “so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.

19  “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal;

20  “but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.

21  “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

22  “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light.

23  “But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

24  “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.

25  “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?

26  “Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?

27  “Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?

28  “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;

29  “and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

30  “Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?

31  “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’

32  “For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.

33  “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

34  “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

7:1  “Judge not, that you be not judged.

2  “For with what judgment you judge, you will 
be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.

3  “And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye?

4  “Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye?

5  “Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

6  “Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces.

7  “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

8  “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

9  “Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?

10  “Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent?

11  “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!

12  “Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

13  “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.

14  “Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

15  “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.

16  “You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles?

17  “Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.

18  “A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.

19  “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

20  “Therefore by their fruits you will know them.

21  “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.

22  “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’

23  “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

24  “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock:

25  “and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

26  “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand:

27  “and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

28  And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching,

29  for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

8:1  When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed Him.

Luke 6:17-49

17  And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their diseases,

18  as well as those who were tormented with unclean spirits. And they were healed.

19  And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed them all.

20  Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said: “Blessed are you poor, For yours is the kingdom of God.

21  Blessed are you who hunger now, For you shall be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, For you shall laugh.

22  Blessed are you when men hate you, And when they exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name as evil, For the Son of Man’s sake.

23  Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven, For in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.

24  “But woe to you who are rich, For you have 
received your consolation.

25  Woe to you who are full, For you shall hunger. Woe to you who laugh now, For you shall mourn and weep.

26  Woe to you when all men speak well of you, For so did their fathers to the false prophets.

27  “But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,

28  “bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you.

29  “To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either.

30  “Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back.

32  “But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.

33  “And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.

34  “And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back.

35  “But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.

36  “Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.

37  “Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.

38  “Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”

39  And He spoke a parable to them: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into the ditch?

40  “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher.

41  “And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the plank in your own eye?

42  “Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the plank that is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck that is in your brother’s eye.

31  “And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.

43  “For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.

44  “For every tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush.

45  “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.

46  “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do the things which I say?

47  “Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like:

48  “He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock.

49  “But he who heard and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great.”
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